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We deeply regret, to report the death of Major. ./illiam Hildreth Gillespie,, 
son of our Dr. David Gillespie, on June 7th. Bill vas graduated from Kent School 
in 1930, Yale University in 1934 and College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1938. 

He served his internship in Presbyterian. Hospitel and was connected with the Hospi- 
tal and Medical School as assistant resident and fellow until he was commissioned a» 
Captain in the Medical Corps in February 1942 and went..to Fort, Meade with the 
Presbyterian Hospital Unit. He was later sent to Fort Bragg where he was-attached 
to the 23rd Station Hospital, and with this outfit left this country in July 1942 
landing in Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, where he served until Easter of the follote 
ing year. He was made Director of Laboratories while at Leopoldville and also was 
Adjutant of the Hospital Unit, In Easter week of 1943, the Unit vas transferred 
to’Casablanca, Morocco and in September of 1943 the Unit was transferred to Oran, 
Ligiers, and he vas promoted to Majore Im October 1944 the Unit landed in France 
and followed the 7th Army in its northvard progress through southeastern France, and 
set up a.Station Hospital in the towm of Epinal rhere he was stationed at the time 
of the close of hostilities. He vas later transferred to a General Hospital and 
vas about to embark with this Unit for the Pacific when his orders were changed and 
he was assigned to the 23rd General Hospital situated in Vittell. ..He was taken 
sick in the hospital on June 3rd. Diagnosis of acute hepatitis with jaundice was 
made and he died the morning of June 7th after being in.a com about 48 hours. He ~ 
was buried in the military cemetery at.Epinal. He leaves a tidow.and two sons who 
are at present living in Chappaqua. A memorial service was held at All Angels’ 
Church, 8lst & West End Avenue on Saturday, June 30th. 


Dr. Jerome F. Coles has been appointed Junior Attending Surgeon on the 
service of Dr. Fenwick Beekman. Dr. Otto Steinbrocker has. been, appointed, physician 
to the Out-Patient Department and will help in-the Arthritis.Clinice. 


Me expect to. close the Private Operating Room starting July ist and take 
out the plywood in the skylights and windows and replace with the glass which vas 
removed at the time hostilities broke. out With Germany. The same will. be done for 
the Main Operating Room during the month of August, We will also find it necessary 
to close the children's ward, 3¢, formerly ‘lard 2, the first part of. July. The 
children vill all be moved to 6B, formerly Ward 9. We also anticipate closing 
Vard 40, formerly lard 5, sometime in July. A E£loor in Gibney will be closed in 
August. These closings are due to the shortage in our nursing staff and to permit 
our nursing staff much needed vacations. | 


| The other day the washer in the laundry talked out and we have had our 
mason and plasterer acting as washer ever sincés,. It is good to know that there are 
still a lot of people upon whom.we can depend to step. into a. job in case of an 
emergency. On Monday , besides the, plasterer (vasher) and foreman, we only had four 
regular employees in the laundry. ‘Je called for volunteers and 8 or 10 women 


wo Qu 
responded from one of the Ladies' Clubs here in Tudor City and came that night to 
help us get out the laundry. Besides these ledies, Miss Hazel Evans, Iliss Henrietta 
Geisendoerfer, liiss Eleanor Smith and Miss Rose liarie Grieco, all from the Operating 
Room, helped to run sheets and pillow cases through the mangle. Miss Geisendoerfer 
was so fussy as to the ‘may the sheets came through the mangle, she got the name of 
"Inspector", 


Urse detherine Connelly, the Gt eanee in the Residents’ Dining Room, tells 
us that her son, who is with the United States Army in Germany and has recently been 
in Berchtesgaden, is sending her a china cup sas ia Ss aie sea g one his fae 
keys from Goering's oO slainteheiee-ciiaghinnietenieiaadinniinarrnh | ro 


Yo regret ‘to report the death of Mre. Julia Truby Babrieyy the widow of 
Dr. ag Nha Pe pon in Bridgeport, Connecti cut’ on June A3the © 


On Friday; ‘June 22nd, Mr. Franz Weissblett, a Th ent! of Dr. Wilson* s end 
a United Press ‘Jar Correspondent, who was in the Philippines during the Japanese 
occupation, was awarded a- Purple Heart here in the Lecture Hall of the hospital 
with impressive ceremony. You will recall that tir. Weissblatt contributed an. article. 
some months ae yi to the Record & Chronicle. 


A. ‘diedae of address has béen received’ from Col. Bradley Coley. He writes, 
"Am just assigned on a temporary duty status as Surgical Consultant to this. Outfit... 
Its record out here is such that I am delighted to be attached, if only for. a time”. 
He sénds his a ecane. to all, Gol. Coley writes from Manila. 


We are very Hatby to sot that Iiiss sateowarkd, X-ray technician, has re= 
turned to us after cgi iae some time with her besa Who- is in bhe Medical Corps, 
of the Army. 


It has lien distested: that the following might be entitled “My Cup Over-.. 
floweth"s Mts.’ Anna rose Liberg, ‘secretary iy the X-ray Department, better ‘known pics 
as Benny, tells us that her husband, former Sgt. Edward Liberg, is now on his way, 
home from ‘the Vest Coast after receiving ‘a medical discharge from the Army. “Benny 8 
considers June’19th her biggest day, for on that date: site received this good. news _ 
from her husband, the Brooklyn Dodgers ‘led the National League, and it was Pay Day. 


Lieut. R. Cragin Lewis, son of "Rgds" Roentgen Ray” ‘Levis, “Gurinery Officer. 
on a’ destroyer in the Pacific, is now on “temporary ‘duty ‘on the “Jest Coast and will . 
return home for several weeks' leave before returning to active duty with his ‘ship. 


Mrs. Bother Dermady, the ‘lard Admitting Officer, has received a letter from 
Lynn Callin who writes, "Contrary to a Life lfagazine I have just SOeNy Okinawa bs: SN 
not a paradise and especially during the rainy se&son which is now on. It just 
rains and rains, as much as 6" in a ‘day, and the mud gets deeper all the time. 
Clothes and bed are damp and musty. Shoes and everything leather are moldy. I am 
tired of being dirty and uncomfortable. The ultimate ‘in my mind right now is re- 
presented by three things - a ‘hot shower, a nice wide bed with crisp sheets, and a” 
lovely white shirt. I have done a lot of work and enjoyed it after twiddling my 
thumbs so long. I lived ans vorked in an Army field hospital for’ three weeke and 
have been in our own unit since. The climate is temperate and more liveable, than 
Guam when it is not raining. The natives are friendly, but desperately poore Living. 
is crude. All work is done by hand, as’ it has been done for centuries. Certainly | 
nothing here to make*it a stop ‘on your world cruise. Hy ‘daughter 28 erOwang Ups 
beginning to vere and should soon start having boy friends. Say hello to everyone. 


for me." 
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_ 4, letter addressed to the Record & Chronicle has been received from Major 
Joe lis Boland, resident here 1934-36, "I have enjoyed every issue that you have © 
sent me, and I feel a long time overdue in writing to you. News of people and do- 
ings of the Ruptured & Crippled Hospital are always interesting to me. I have heen 
with the 43rd General Hospital ‘hich is'the affiliated unit of Emory University in 
Atlanta. Since going overseas, September 1943, we have been a rear echelon, 
attached to the Special Service Force as part of a surgical team. The Special 
Service Force is the organization which led the invasion of Southern France. I have 
been chief of the Orthopedic Service here since last October, and although the var 
is over I am quite busy, as we are servicing a large staging area and there are lots 
of accidents and broken bonés. .Our location is near Axen Provence, and Iwill cer- 
tainly welcome any R. & Cs. people who happen in this vicinity." 


Florence inter, physical therapy technician, writes K, G. Hensgson under 
date of May 3lst as follows: "Je are nov set up in Mantova, Italy, about twenty 
miles from Verona. Haven't bumped into the ‘Tro Gentlemen from Verona” yet. ‘Je 
left Naples, where we were in the liedical Centre, There vas really only one 
permanent building, the rest were incomplete or bombed etc. Tt looked very attrac- 
tive from the outside but the interiors weren't too goode The 45th remained there 
but all the rest moved to other places. This is an Italian Children's Hospital 
occupied by the Germans, The filth and disorder vas unbelievable. lIlost of our pa- 
tients are Jerrys. The physio is in the basement which is going to be good as it is 
terrifically hot here, and its cool in the cellar but‘at first I was more than 
apprehensive. However, when they cleaned the place and the terrific odors dis-~ 
appeared, it looked, better and smelt better. Now we are well under way and it 
really looks very well. We found a lot of old German apparatus, like the old 
Zander machines and we are actually using some of it already. “te fixed up one end 
of the Clinic as a small gym and it looks quite impressive - bicycle, pulleys and 
machines, all lined up. I have a German physical therapist treating most of the 
German patients. He's well trained, and at the moment I am the only P.T. in the 
unit, so he comes in very handy. I'm endeavoring to learm some German so that I can 
get a few things across. ’e're rather isolated here, only a few small units are 
left here, so our social life for the moment is ata standstill! As we have so far 
always been surrounded by troops, ve feel a bit slighted? Three of us, being tired 
of mever going out, decided to hitch hike to Garda Lake. ‘’e hiked almost as much as 
we hitched. Hardly anything on the roads, so it was quite some going! I don't 
think I'll try it again for some time. Too great anxiety! I was in Leghorn and 
managed to get to Florence for a few hours, but didn't have enough time to see much. 
This is pretty country (Po Valley) and the trees, flowers and birds, nightingales 
in particular are beautiful. The German methods in medicine that we've run into 
here are not nearly as modern as outs - very high rate of infection. They were 
highly suspicious of us when they first vere given penicillin, they thought we were 
drugging or sterilizing them and were very afraid when taken to the operating roome 
Now it's different. They must have been fed wild stories. ‘fe haven't heard any ru-= 
mors of coming home or going to the C.B.I. yete Please give my best to everyone," 


Lt. Col. Kerwin Fischer has been heard from again. He has just returned 
to Billings General Hospital from an eight day leave in Louisville where he had 
seen many friends who were gathering for the Kentucky Derby. He has also seen 
Lovell Thomas quite a number of times since Lowell has come home. He writes, "le 
had an orthopaedic show last night. Two of the greatest hand surgeons in the 
orld were here, Sumner Koch and Sterling Bunnell. They put on a show and so did we 
and they were markedly impressed with our osteomyelitis results. It was a big day 
for ell of us." 
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Alice Boland of our Dietary Department has received word that her nephew 
Pfc. John J. McGuire, U.S.11.C. was killed in action~on Okinawa on May aust. Pvte* 
McGuire was with the lst Marine Daw elon ' 


Last week we Sor pte a 25 pound salmon from lire Andre Pillot a’ member 
of the Board of Managers who was. fishing in Canada. The fish arrived packed in ice 
and in excellent shape. It was served in the Residents’ Dining Room and Dr. Norgan 
Hartshorn a member of the Board of Managers who had dropped in to make an inspec-= 
tion was invited to stay for dinner and along with all of us enjoyed the salmon. 


Dr. Walter J. Craig of Albany and Kinderhook, N.Y¥.5 orthopaedic resident 
in 1927 who was Director. of the Division of Orthopaedics in the State Health De-= 
partment from 1927 until the first of this year and since has taken up private 
practice, is reported in a critical. condition in the Hudson Hospital. He was 
found in @ semi-conscious condition along the highway near the Columbiaville aire 
pomt at 10:30 pem. on Tuesday; June 20th. The report goes on to state that one ear 
had been practically severed from his head and several teeth were knocked out. The 
doctor told reporters that he had picked up a Marine in the streets of Hudson during 
the early evening and offered hima lift. Then, according to the account, the Marine 
beat him about the head with some sort of a missile, took his wallet containing a 
small sum of noney and his care The car was later discovered in Schenectady and 
the Marine apprehended. The report from the hospital at the date that this is 
written is that Dr. Craig is "doing nicely". 

Mrs. Ellen Brehm, former secretary to the Director nnd: been appointed 
Acting Assistant .to the Director for the duration. Mr. Young, Assistant to the 
Director on leave of absence with the Armed Forces is from most recent reports 
still at Ft. Dix where he is doing clerical work and acting as a guide to new induc- 
tees. All other members of the group which were inducted at the same time as Hr. 
Young have been sent out for basic training. 


The Record & Chronicle wishes to again give its support to another worthy 
cause for the service men in hospitals. lirs. Florence Sommo, one of the secretaries 
in the Record Room, is collecting pocket mirrors for the boys in body spicas in 
Army hospitals. These, mirrors as most everyone knows, permit patients in casts to 
see things that are going on about them. We heartily endorse this campaign so if 
any of our readers, especially the ladies, have an extra pocket mirror or two, will 
they please give them to lIirs. Sommo who will see that they are placed in some or! 
the Army RASPAese 


